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My Worthy Friend 


Dr. Henry Sampſon. | 


SIR, 


Have peruſed the Papers which you ſent me, and 

find, as far as I can recolle, they contain in them 
the Subſlance of what was delivered : With no more 
miſtakes than is uſual, in writing from the mouth of 
one who is not of the [loweſt ſpeakers. 

Some thingsbeſides,which the limits of the time al- 
low d not to be ſpoken (having ſome ſhort memorials of 
them by me ) I have added, conceiving they mizhr, 
alſo, contribute towards the good end you propoſed to 
your ſelf, in ſo earneſily deſiring this publication, 
the aſſiſting of their patience, and their good and pla- 
cid thoughts of God,who are exercis d under Long and 
Languiſhing Diſtempers. The obſervations which your 
Proteflion hath occaſion'd you to make 1n the caſes 
of many others, hath,I doubt not, let you ſee the need 
of ſomewhat to this purpoſe; otherwiſe the example 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


you have had ſo long beforeyour eyes of ſo calm and 
compos'd a temper 1n this excellent relative of yours, 
might have made you leſs apprehenſive how great 
an addition a fretful, unquiet ſpirit is, both to the 
Sin, and the Afﬀliction of a Sickly State. I am ſen- 
ſible your 9wn afflition is great in the loſs you now 
ſaftain. The relief will be great, and ſuitable; which 
the forethoughts of that State will afford, where 
they neither Marry, nor are given 1n Marriage, 
but are as the Angels of God in Heaven. 1 


am, 


SIR, 


In much {fincerity, and affe&ion, yours 
ro ſerve Yau in the work and labour 
of the Goſpel, 


John Howe. 


—_— 
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Luke 13. 16, 


And ought not this woman, being a daughter 
of Abraham, whom Satan bath bound, 
lo theſe eighteen years, be loaſed from this 
bond, on the Sabbath day ? | 


OU will ſoon ſee the occaſion, and connexion of tlieſe 
words, by viewing over the whole Paragraph to which 
they belong, verſe 10. And he was teaching in one of the 
Synagogues on the Sabbath. 11. And behold there was a wo- 

man which had a ſpirit of infirmity eighteen jears, and was bowed t9- 
gether, and could in no wife lift up her ſelf. 12. When Teſus ſaw her, 
he ſaid to her, Woman, thou art looſed from thine infirmity, 13, And 
he laid his hands on her, and immediately ſhe was made ſtraight, and 
glorified God, 14. And the Ruler of the Synagogue anſwered with in- 
dignation, "oils that Feſus had healed on the Sabbath day, and ſaid 
unto the people, There are ſix days, in which men ought to work,, in them 
therefore come and be bealed, and not on the Sabbath day. 15. The 
Lord then anſwered him, and ſaid, Thou hypocrite, doth not each of you 
on the Sabbath looſe his Ox and his Aſs from the ſtall, and lead him 
away to watering * 16. And ought not this woman, being a daughter 
of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo theſe eighteen years, be looſed 
from this bond on the Sabbath day? 17. And when he had ſaid theſe 
things, all his adverſaries were aſhamed; and all the people rejoyced 
for all the glorious things that were done by him. a 
Inaſmuch as our bleſſed Lord ſpake theſe words, and did the 
thing which occafion'd them, upon that which was, with the Jews, 
their Sabbath day; it cannot be unkt for us to conſider them «por 
ours, they ſo fitly leading us to conſider alſo, another releale 
wrought for a daughter of Abraham to0 on our Sabbath 4ay, 


It was formerly told you «pon what occaſion, and I doubt _ 
ut. 


CS 
but you generally know, upon nhoſe account WE Were to divert 
from our uſual courſe and Subject at this time. Nor could any 
thing have been more {uitable to the preſent occaſion ; for nor 
only was this Daughter of Abraham releasd from her Infirmity 
upon the Sabbath day; but the time, wherein it remain'd upon 
Her ( in a great and manifold complication ) was ( as her ſur- 
viving Conlort hath acquainted me, and who therefore recom- 
mended this Subject ) preciſely about eighteen Years. 

There are ('cis true ) diſagreements between ow caſe, and 
that caſe in the Text, which do not therefore render both toge- 
ther leſs inſtruRive to us, but the more. And, to make way to 
what may be ſo, you muſt here take notice, that theſe Words 
are part of our Loxds Defence of what he had done. in perfor- 
ming this work of” Mercy, wherein what he fays is juſtly ſevere, 
and very clearly conviftive, Its very deſerved and juſt ſeverity, 
that he call'd him, who cavil'd in the caſe, by his own true 
name, thou hypocrite. He, under pretence of grear ſanity, dil- 
covers the higheſt enmity, even againſt our bleſſed Lord hinuelf, 
who came ( being ſent ) upon the holieſt and kindeſt deſign in- 
to this World. The zeal which he pretends for the obſervati- 
on of the” Sabbath, could not be the thing that he did really 
mean, or that a&ted him in this caſe. For it was nor likely he 
could be ignorant of what was a known adjudg'd Caſe among 

the Zews ( as ſome of their own Rabbies * in- 
* Vi4. Maino. cox- form us) that all needful endeavours ought to be 
fitut. az fundam. Co uſed for the cure of the fick upon the Sabbath day. 
5: 9: cum Aorave Ne So as that he very well knew, no rule could 
An, as cur own be broken in this caſe. But this he reckons 
Dr. Lightj.: fays was ſomewhat plau(ible, and he pleaſes himſelf 
upon thar queſtion jn jt, that he could tell how to vent his fpite 
lawful api againſt Chrift and Chriſtianity, under a »:0ck- 
$:444t) 4:9! ( que- Sew of great Santimony. And our Lord juſtly 
ting divers more of C2lis him what indeed he was, when he would 
theirs to rhit pur- thus ſeem what he was not. It was not that 
pole, ) he violated he cared for Religion, or for any thing of re- 
not the Sab2ath fo . O . 
much as their own . 21 SanCtity, of which a due and juſt obſervation 
Cannons allo'd, - of the Sabbath was a real part; but that he had 
See bis Wres,Vol 2. a mind, as far as conveniently he could, to ex- 
preſs his'diſpleaſure at that evidence and luſtre, 
wherewith the glorious works our Lord wrought evinc'd him s. 
e 
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be the Meſſiah ; while yet he was firuck with that awe of him, that 
he adventures not to direct his reproof to him, but the people. 

It is here by the way to be noted that they were not thus dif- 
affected to our Lord, and the Religion he was about to intro- 
duce. No, but this Ceremonious Bigot, a Riler of the Syna- 
gogne, was the ill-pleaſed, dilaftected Perſon. 

I ſhall not trouble you with the diſcufſion what ſort of pow- 
er it was that belonged to that Office. Some well acquainted 
with the Jewiſh writings (ay, that the Ruler of the Synagogue was 
not wont himſelf to officiate, as Miniſter i» Sacris ; but his bu- 
{ine(s was circa Sacra, to regulate the Adminiſtration. We con- 
fider not his Power, but his i#-will, and enmity againſt Chriſt, 
and true Religion. The people, in the mean time, throng'd 
after him in Mulcitudes, and beheld the great works he wrought 
with joy, and glorified God. Only where was more power, and 
probably more knowledge, there was more too of a peeviſh ſpite 
and envy, that the intereſt of our Lord was, by /o proper means, 
growing in the World. A fad ( and not a new ) thing ! that 
Religion ſhould have moſt oppoſition, whence it ſhould have 
moſt of countenance, and advantage to dilate and ſpread it (elf. 
Do any of the Rulers believe on' him? But the people ( whom 
they deſpiſed, and pronounc'd accur/ſed for that reaſon) were 


- more apt and forward to receive the Goſpel, Foh. 7. 48, 49. The 


more there is of light, unaccompany'd with a pious Inclination, the 
hioher, the more intenſe and fervent, the finer and more ſubtle is the 
venome and malice againſt Chriſt, and real Chriftianty. 

Bur our Lord was not diverted from his kind and compatl- 
fionare defign, by any ſuch obſtructions as theſe. His love 
triumphs over them ; and he makes that diſcovery of his com- 
paſſion, which could not but carry the cleareſt conviction with 
it, as his reproof carry'd the brighteſt juſtice. Why, what, 
faith he, Do not any of you looſe an Ox, or an Aſs from the Stall on 
the Sabbath day ? and ſhall not 1 looſe a daughter of Abraham ? 
'Tis like ſhe was 4 Daughter of Abraham, not only as being a 
Teweſs, but as being a believer ; as being, according to Scrip- 
ture language, of Abrabams Seed, in the Spiritual ſenſe, as well 
as the natural; and he was the more peculiarly compaſhonate 
upon that account 3 and yet more, becauſe her ail proceeded 
from the malignant influence of the Devil. Shall not I looſe 


{uch a one whom Sata hath bound, that great enemy of ow 
ind? 
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kind > Why ſhould not I ſhew my ſelf fo much the more a Friend, 
by how much the more he appears an Enemy, and give the ear- 
lieſt relief the matter can admit? 

'Tis very true indeed. his compaſhon was never to incline him 
to do unfit and unſcafonable things, or things that were no 
way ſubſervient to his principal end. But ſuch a ſubſerviency be- 
ing ſuppoſed, his relief mult be with the earlieſt, to day, before 
worrow, though ic were the Sabbath day. 

And ſonow you have the ground of diſcourſe plainly in view 
before you. 


That the Devil cannot be more maliciouſly intent to afflift thoſe that 
relate ts God (even, when it is in his power, with boaily diſtempers) 
than our Lord Feſus is compaſſionately willing to relieve them, with- 
out diſtintion of time, when it ſhall be conſiſtent with, and ſubſer- 
vient to his higher and greater purpoſes. 


In ſpeaking to this, I ſhall | 

1. Touch briefly upon what is here expreſt in the Text, rhe 
hand that Satan may have in the Affiftions, yea and in the bodily 
diſtempers of men, and even of them that belong to God among them. 

2. What handour Lord Feſus has in their relief or releaſement. 

3. How far we mayunderſtand, or may reaſonably expeft bis com- 
paſſion to influence him in ſuch caſes. 

4. 1 ſhall ſhew that however the releaſe be wrought, it is donevery 
mercifully towards them that belong pecutiarly to God. And ſo make uſe 
of all, 

1. Somewhat briefly as to that firſt query, What hand it is 
... ſuppoſable the Devil may have in the afflictions of men, and more 
| — of them that belong to God ; as this woman being a 

aughter of Abraham was to be conſf1dered, as one within the 
compals of Gods Covenant, and not improbably as one, that, in 
the {tricteſt ſenſe, was in Covenant with God. 

I. It is plain in the Text, the Devil- had a dire hand in her 
diſtemper, called 4 Spirit of infirmity. There were more evident, 
and more frequent inſtances of this kind in that time, the Devil 
then {etting himſelf more openly to contend againſt the incarnate 
Son of God, upon his more open appearance to reſcue and recover 
an Apoſtate World from under his Dominion and Tyranny. Bur 
as to more ordinary caſes we may further conſider, ” 
2, That 
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2. That the Devil- is a conſtant enemy to mankind, apt and 
inclin'd, as far as God permits him, to do men all the miſchief he 
Can. 

3. That as he firſt introduc't fin into the World, fo he hath, by 
conſequence, all the calamities that affli it. There had been no 
Death, Sickneſs, or Diſtemper upon the bodies of men, but from 
hence. Conlider the Devil therefore, as the Prince and Leader of 
the Apoſtalte, who firſt drew man into tranſgreſſion, and thereby 
render'd him liable to the Juſtice of his Maker, turn'd his Paradiſe 
into 2 defart, and a region of immortal undecaying life, into a 
Valley of {ickly Languithings and death it ſelf z So may he be faid 
to have had a{ remoter ) hand, in binding not only this Daughter 
of Abraham, but every child of Adam in all the Aﬀictions, Mala- 
dies, and Diſtempers which befall them here, and nna!:y in the 
bonds of Death too, whereof he is ſaid to have had the 
power, Tho the Children of the /econd Adam, ( with 
whom, for this purpoſe he was partaker of Fleſh and Blood, and 
became with them a Son of Abraham,and of his Seed ) are, by be- 
ing ſo bound, releas'd and made free, both from Death, and the. 
bondage of fearing it, to which they were otherwiſe Subject all 
their days, as we thall further ſee anon. 

4. Tho God donot ordinarily allow him more power, yet we may 
well ſuppoſe him to have more malice againſt theſe Children of A- 
braham ( who thereby paſs into the account of his own Children 
alſo) being more'intent upon vexing and affliting, whom he ap- 
prehends or ſuſpects he ſhall never be able finally to deſtroy 3 and 
always apt to uſe all the power ſhall be allowed him to this mil- 
chievous purpoſe. We tind that the afflictions of the people of 
God, iz other kinds, and even in this kind, are exprelly, often, at- 
tributed to the Devil. In other kinds, Satan ſhall caſt ſome of you 
intopriſon, Revel. 2. 10. And divers think that thorn in the fieſl 
which the Apoſtle ſuffered, 2 Cor. 12. was ſome acute bodily 
pain, and he ſays expreſly, it was a meſſenger of Satan ſent to 
buffet him, He, tis (aid, [mote lob with the tormenting boil, that 
:sftlited him fo grievouſly, and fo long, and brought the other 
calamities upon him that you read of in his Story. 

5. And 294in it is further to be conſidered, that whereas in at! 
Diſeaſes, the Morbitick Matter, whether immediate in Mens 
Bodies, or remoter in the incompaſling Air, difters not from 
other matter, otherwile than ony in the various Cilpolition, tt- 
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ration and motion of parts and particles whereof it is made up 
inaſmuch as the Devil is called the Prince of the power of the Air, 
we know nothing to the contrary, but that he may frequently 
ſo modifie that, as that it ſhall have moſt pernicious influences up- 
on the Bodies of Men, and upon thoſe eſpecially, fo far as God 
permits, that he has any greater malice againſt. 

6. And again, ( fuppoling this) it is not a ſtranger thing that 
God ſhould permit him to attli&t the Bodies of them that belong 
to him, than to diſturb their minds. Sure their Bodies are not 
more Sacred. If we ſhould ſuppoſe that he may ſome way or 
other perniciouſly agitate the humours in humane Bodies, *tis no 
harder a ſappoſition than that he ſhould fo variouſly form the 
images in the fancy, by which he tempts: for herein ſurely he 
comes nearer us, and is more inward to us. 

ly. Nor is it leſs ſuppoſable that God ſhould , in ſome 
inſtances. permit the Devils to follow their inclinations in 
* affliting his people, than wicked men to follow theirs, which, 
in the general, carry them to the ſame thing; when he 
knows how to turn the one to after-advantage,- as well as 
the other, 

But we haveno ground to think, notwithſtanding all this, thac 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of Providence will ordinarily permit 
that this Agency of the Devil, in the mentioned caſes, ſhould 
be altogether in a contra-natural way 3 but only, by ſo moving 
and acting with natural cauſes, that he may be alſo obviated, 
through the ordinary bleſſing of God, by natural means, and 
cauſes too. Much lels is it reaſonable that diſeaſes ſhould be 
themſelves reckon'd very Devils, as was the opinion of the Gno- 
ſticks of old, wherein they much concurred with the Afanichees, 
and whom, together with them, the more honeſt-minded Pagan 
Plotinus {© copiouſly confates; (though that that was more an- 
ciently a common Qpinion, the Seprt#agints rendring the word 
that ſignifies Plague by the word 4-,4:1, in ſeveral places of Scrip- 
tare ſeems to intimate. But the commonneſs of ſuch an Opinion 
in 2 dark rime, {ignifies nothing to ſway ours this way or that. 

But whatſoever hand the Devil may be ſuppoſed to have in 
= aMidtions, or fickneſſes that belong to God, we are in 
the 

2d. place ſure, That our Lord Jeſus has a moſt kind hand 
{ whenſgever it is) in their releaſe, which chough ic were here 
in 
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in a more —— and immediate way, and beſides the 

courſe of nature; the diſparity in this caſe fignities nothing to the 
leſſening of the favour, towards thoſe whom he vouchſafes to re- 

lieve in other caſes; for the influence that he has in ordinary 

caſes is as truly divine. If the cure of a diſeaſed perſon be wrought 

by his bleſſing upon ordinary natural means, his cooperating with 

nature is leſs amazing, but not leſs effeual, or leſs kind; as alſo 

the efflux from God is ( for his own part) as real, when he 

works with ſecond cauſes, as without them ; and as immediately 

reaches the effe&, in both the ſenſes of immediateneG, whereof - 
ſo much noiſe is made in the Schools. 

And we muſt further know our Lord Chriſt is now the uni- 
verſal Regent of all Nature, even as he is the Chri/t, the- world 
being devoly'd into his hands, and all power being given to him 
both in Heaven and Earth. He « Lord of all. hen therefore 
any of you are (ſick, it is by his diſpoſal, if you are recovered out 
of that ſickneſs. Nor is his Agency leſs or lower, whether it be 
by bleffing a Medicine, or working a Miracle. His power and 
love are the ſame either way. - And know, there is an honour 
and acknowledgment due from Chriſtians to their great crucifi” 
Lord, who hath founded a dominion over this world in his blood, 
who died, and revived, and roſe again, that he might be Lord of li- 
ving and dead, Therefore you are to reckon you are beholden to 
Chriſt for all your recoveries, and all your refreſhings that you 
meet with amidſt the many infirmities and frailties of this your 
preſent mortal ſtate. 

And if the releaſe be by death, as the caſe is, which we now 
have ſpecially todo with, that univerſal power of his over al lives, 
muſt be underſtood immediately to reach to that caſe too. Ir is 
he that mealures lives, that lengthens them our, and cuts them 
ſhorter at his own pleaſure. And, as to thoſe that are more pe- 
culiarly his own, it is a more peculiar, and favourable {uperin- 
tendency that he has over that affair, even of their very dying. 
Their death is precious in his tight. He with a moſt gentle ten- 
der hand unties the knot of 44ar. releaſes and receives the diſl- 
lodging Soul. Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit as dying Stephen (peaks. 

ut, 

3ly. We are to conſider how far our Lord Jeſus his come 

fhon concerns bim in fuch cafes z or wherein th4t may move 

im to interpoſe in them 10, q__ this cale he did, 
2 


C8 ] 
And here two things are to be aſſerted. 

Iſt. That his compaſſion has not ſupream and privcipal influ- 
ence in this Caſe. 

2]y. That yet it hath real influence. 

That it hath not ſupream or principal influence in fuck Caſes. 
And this doth really require to be more principally infiſted 
on, as of greater importance to narrow, terrene minds, that 
ire apt to meaſure all things by themſelves, and in reterence to 
their own little Sphear and compaſs ; and ro themſelves only 
in their preſent State, as they are inhabitants of this Minute 
Spot of Earth; as if all things ought to bend, and yield, to 
their preſent. convenience, and accommodation here z whereup- 
on they wonder when they are ſick, and in pain, God doth 
not preſently relieve and eaſe them; and think they thould do 
{o, for any Friend or Neighbour, if it were in their Power. 

Know, therefore, *twas not from compaſhon, as the /oirary, 
or as the chief inducement, that our Lord did work this re- 
\eale for this Daughter of Abraham. That cannot be ſuppo- 
{ed. For he can never be underſtood to make a creatwre, and 
the advantages of a Creature his S»pream end. That would 
have been to invert the order of things, to dethrone God, 
and ceite man, and had been, it ſeif, a real fort of that Ido- 
latry, which was one, among the many horrid evils, which he 
purpoſely came to redreſs, and give remedy to in this apoſtate 
degenerate World. He had a greater inducement, 7. e. That 
he might difluſe the Glory of God among the Children of 
Men; and that he might give evidence thereby, to the Truth 
of his own Mifhon, and prove moſt convincingly, that he was 
the Meſſiah, the Son of God, the very Perſcn that was anoint- 
ed, and fent about that great undertaking, to recover Gods 
rights in this lapſed World, to bring about a reconciliation 
betiveen God and Men. And upon this account, when he 
wrought cures upon mens Bodies, it was out of an higher com- 
paſſion to their Souls. 

And tho' even this it (elf of ſavins Mens Souls was not 
iis higheſt defign, but the Glory of God 7 as we thail fee fur- 
ner by and by ) yer it being truly delign'd DY hin, and more 
principally than their bodily eaſe and relief, :4is was an apt 
means to this his lower end. For, whereas, in order to this, 
he was T0 manifeſt himſelf a Divine Saviour, *twas requiſite he 
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thould give a joint, and an equal demonſtration of the two 


things, which his being ſo implies, his Codlike Power, and Love, 
The former alone it did not ſerve his purpoſe to thew, which 
he might have ſhewn as much by inflicting plagues on mens 
bodies, as working cures, by ſtriking them with blindneſs, 
lameneſs, &c. as by giving them fight and foundnes. Bur it 
was neceſlary to his end, his Miracles ſhould be beneficent, 
and that he ſhould (as it is elſewhere faid in the Evangeli- 
cal Story he did ) go about doing good, and not make men 
afraid of him, by thewing the Power of a God in deſtructive 
ſtrokes and judgments; but, ( which became a Saviour ) ex- 
prels a divine good-will towards men, and thereby make his way 
into their Hearts, bring them to «nder/tand, and own a Savi- 
our, and, as ſuch, to fall in, and comply with his kind delign 
towards them. And this, - as it ferv'd to exalt God in the 
World, chiefly induc'd him to work this preſent cure. 1f his 
compaſſion towards a poor aftlicted woman, labouring under 
bodily infirmity, were his principal inducement, if therefore, 
ſhe muſt be preſently cured out of hand, even on the Sabbath 
day, becanſe ſhe had been now bound eighteen years ; Why, I 
pray you, was ſhe to have been bound eigliteen years ? or why 
bound at all > His Divine Knowledge of tlie cale, and power to 
have redreſt, or prevented it, had as well ferv'd his compaſſio- 
nate inclination long before. Or why was not ſuch a courſe for- 
merly ſet on foor, and continued in the world, that men might 
be cured of Blindneſs, Deafneſs, Lameneſfs, Feavers, Droplies, 
or whatſoever other Maladies, eafily, and by ſpeaking a word. 
in any former time? Why was it deferr'd to this time ? Or 
why hath not ſuch a courſe been kept afoot ever fince his 
aſcenſion ? Hath Heaven render'd him leſs merciful, and com- 
paſſonare ? Is it ſo unkind and'i!l-natur'd 2 place # 

'Tis true that his apology tor the cure he now wronelit ro 
this Ruler of the Synagooue, {eems to have no higher referen ©, 
nor was he bound, unlſeaſonably, to declare his utmoſt end. ard 
deſign, to a prejudic'd, malicious Enemy. That was to /reab 
it ſelf, to (ſhine by its own lighe, and, by ſuch means, and 
methods as theſe, gradually to make 'its own way -into leſs 
obſtructed minds, inſenſ1bly {liding in vpon chem ; which mizhe 
betrer be done (time being given at leiſure to contider things) 
by the real evidence which his works: carry'd witty then, than 
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by induſtrious, and often-repeated verbal Commentaries and Ex- 
poſitions, 

He ſometimes ſpake it out expreſly, as he thought fir, to 
competent, and more prepared hearers, that his great deſign was 
tro make himſelf, and his errand be underſtood; who he was, 
and what he came into the World for; that he was the Son of 
God, the promiſed Meſſizl ; and that his buſineſs was to ſave them 
that were lojt ; and to reitore Gods intereit in an Apoſtate loſt 
world ( whoſe rights were to be carcd for in the firſt place. 
He redeemed us t9 God by his olo9d, Rev. 5. 9. ) Or for the glory 
of God, as he ſumm'd it up, in the caſe of Lazarus, when he was 
told of his being {ick, Joh. 11. 4. This fickveſs is not unto death 
( 5,e. it was not £0 terminate in a continuing death ) br for the 
Glory of God, that the Son of man might be Glorifi.d, the (ame ac- 
count which :his Evangeliſt gives of all theſe his great works, and 
why they were recorded, that we might believe that Feſits was the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, &c. chap. 20. JO. And otherwile was it ſo 
con{iderable a thing, that a man well got out of this fearful gulf, 
25 Lazarus now was, ſhould be fetcht back again ! that fo mighty 
2 wonder ſhould be wrought ! chat the incloſure of che grave 
ihould be torn open ! and the releaſed Soul ſhould be again drawn 
down, as a bird eſcaped, caught back into it's former confine- 
ment, to converſe a while longer amidit the impurities of a world 
Iying in wickedneſs, and with ſhadows, in a world the faftion whereof 
paſſes away ! 

No; Miracles were not /o cheap things. We may obſerve the 
great and wiſe God hath, for great and weighty reaſons, been al- 
ways very ſparing in making very obſervable innovations upon Na- 
ture, or any conſiderable changes in the ordinary courſe and me- 
thod of Natural Cauſes,and their Operations;as a thing leſs ſuitable 
to a ſtate of probation, wherein men were to be held in this world, 
And hath only been wont to do it, where the inconvenience was 
0 be ballanced by preponderating greater reaſons; which might 
as much require that he ſhould depart fron the fixed rule ſome- 
times, as other reaſons might, that he ſhould or do ir often. Te 
was equally neceſlary that miracles ſhould not be common, as 
that there ſhould be any wrought at all, and in great part for 
the ſame reaſon, For if they were common, they muſt loſe the 
only deſign, for which they could be at all uſeful. If God ſhould 
do, in this kind, what is not neceſſary, he ſhould the leſs yy 
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by it that which is. Inaſmuch as they are only uſefal, as they are 
ſtrange, and, in the natural way, unaccountable. But there is 
nothing ſo great in this kind, but ceaſes to be thought ſtrange, 
if it be common. Otherwiſe, is not the forming of the eye, in 
itſelf as great a thing, as to give ſ1ght to the blind ? Or the framing 
ſuch a world as this, as great a thing, as the moſt ſtupendous 
miracle that ever was wrought in ic ? 

It was indeed neceflary ſomewhat extraordinary ſhould at firſt 


be done to demonſtrate that man, Jelus of Nazareth, to be the 


Son of God, which it was impoſſible thould otherwiſe be known. 
When that was fully done, 1t was not neceſlary there ſhould ill 
be a. repetition of miracles, from age to age, to prove the for- 
mer were wrought, or the truth of the narratives, which re- 
ported them. That was ſufficiently to be known in the ordinary 
way, as other matters of fat are, or other hiſtory, about which 
there is no doubt made amongmen. And the hiſtory of rheſe 
things has greater advantages to recommend it to the certain 
belief of after time, than moſt that ever were writ beſides, up- 
on many accounts. It was indeed moſt becoming the Majeſty, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God ( taken together ) to do what 
might anſwer the real neceſſities of men witzai he was deſigning 
to fave; but not to indulge their curiofity, nor their unaccount- 
able dulnefs, ſloth, or prejudice, whereby they may be unapr 
to enquire about, or receive plain things. 

Therefore miracles were to. be done, as tarities, ſometimes, 
not at all times, and at ſuch atime; and upon ſuch an occaſion 
moſt of a!l, to notifie, and fignalize the Redeemer, at his firſt 
appearance, to draw mens eyes upon him, that they mighr 
take notice of him, and demean themſelves towards him accord- 
ingly. This was to be done ſufficiently once for all. And the 
oreat ſtupidity of the world made a matter which needed /ome 
ſupernatural evidence, need /o much in that kind. Except youu 
ſee ſigns and wonders, you will not believe. And if he did fo far 
comply with the neceſſity of degenerate humanity, as to give 
once {ome f1gnal convittive evidence that he was the Chritt, 
the divine Wiſdom would take care it thould not be fo - 
ten done, as to become trivial, and inſignificant to it's proper 
end; the importance whereof was ſuch, as that it ought to 
tranſcend any regard to the welfare of mens bodies ; but not 
to exclude it; which we now come briefly to {hey in the next 
place. viz. 2. That 
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2. That tho' compaſſion towards an infirm creature, under 
bodily diſtemper, was not the principal inducement unto this cure, 
it was areal one- Our Lord Coth really compaſhunate the frailties 
of thoſe that relate to him, while they dwell in mortal - fleſh, 
He bimſelf bears our ſickneſſes, He has a tenderne(s towards them, 
even while he doth not think it fit actually to releaſe, and (er 
them free ; which makes way to what was propoſed in the /aſ7 
placeto be inſiſted on, as preparatory to the intended ute. 

4. That in what way ſoever our Lord Jeſws works a releaſe for 
them that are moſt ſpecially his own, from their bodily diſtempers, he 
doth it in mercy to them, He lets their afflition continue upon 
themin mercy 3 greater mercy, indeed, than would be in an un- 
ſeaſonable deliverance. But when he lees it a fit ſeaſon to give 
them a releaſe, that is an unqueſtionable mercy too ; cho” it be 
notin ſuch a way, as appears ſuch to vulgar. eyes: 

It is morecalily apprehenſible to be from compaſſion, if he 
relieves a poor, pained, weak, ging, ſickly creature, by 
giving renewed ſtrength, and eaſe, and healch in this world, 
But when the releaſe is by death, as in the caſe we have under 
our farther preſent confideration, it is hard to perſwide that this 
is done in mercy; that there is compaſhon in this caſe. There is 'tis 
true in this a manifeſt diſparity, but not a diladvantageous one. 
Is it a leſs thing, to releaſe an holy foul from the body than from 
bodily diſtempers?It can only be ſo in the opinion of ſuch blind moles 
of the earth, as the children of men are now generally become. 
But ler the caſe be conſidered according to it's true and real 
import. Why ! a recovery from ſickneſs 1s but an adjournment of 
death ;, *tis but death defer'd a while. When there is a releaſe 
wrought in ſuch a way as this, in which hers was wrought, 
whom God hath lately taken from amongſt us ; here is a cure, 
0t only of ce bodily diſtemper, but of a; not only of a&tual 
diſeaſedneſs, but of the poſſibility of ever being diſeaſed more ;, here 
iS a cure wrought, not only of infirmity, but of death: for the 
Saints conquer cdeath by ſuffering it; Yea a cure, not of death 
only, but of z:5-ra/ity, of any lablenels ro death, fo as it car 
never touch them more; Yea further, not only of bodily diſeaſes, 
but of Spir.:us! too, far worſe, and more grievous than all bodily 
difeales whatloever ; a cure of blindneſs of mind, deadneſs, and 
hardneſs of heart, of all indiipoſitions towards God, his ways, 
and preience, towargs the moſt ſpiritual duties, and the _ 
an 
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and moſt exce!lent of our enjoyments. The body of Sin, and the 
»:ortal body are both put off together. The impriſoned ſoul is 
ſer fre, and enters upon a {tate of everlaſting liberty; is releaſe 
rom tlie v2:ds of death, of whatſoever kind, and in the higher, 
tu:le(t tenfe, ſhall reign in life, thorough Teſts Chriſte, Whar 15 
the deceale of a Saint, but a tranſlation out of a valley of death, 
a Gutgotha, a place of Skulls, a region where death reigns, into 
the region of perfect and everlaſting life ? It isnot to be called 
death fmply or abſolutely, but with diminution 5 *tis death only 
ina certain reſpett, when in an higher, and much more conſiderable reſ- 
p44, it 15 a birth rather 3 a dying out of one world, and 4 being born 
at tlie ſame time, into another, a much more lightſome, a purer, 
and more glorious world. The foul iscured in 2 moment, of 
whatſoever was grievous or aftlicting toit, and the body pur 
into a certain way of cure, of being made from an earthly, mean, 
mortal thing, heavenly, ſpiritual, incorruptible, and immortal ; 
from a vile, a glorious body, like Chrifts own, and by that power, 
by which he can ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil, 3. 35. 


Andnow for Ule. 


I. Learn, That there # no inconſiftency in the caſe, that the ſame 
perſon ſhould be at once the ſubjett of long continued bodily affiition, 
and of divine compaſſion, Thele are reconcilable things, fickly 
languilhings, under which one may be ready to fail, and com- 
paſſions that fail not. This is a common Theme but the de con- 
ſideration of it is t09 little common, Let it now be confidered with 
impartial equity, and with deep ſeriouſneſs. Do you think the 
all-comprehending wind of the Son of God now firſt began to 
pity this daughter of Abroham ? While he was not yet aſcended, 
this attribution is given him ; Otherwiſe, no doubr, than as a 
falſe complement; Lord thou knoweſt all things — Since his 
aſcenſion, we are aſſured he hath - feeling of our infirmities, 10 as 
to be touch: with them, a continuing ſympathy, rememoring 
the inconveniences of that ſtate he had paſt thorough ( as ſhe 
once, nor ignara mali &C. ) and is always ready, therefore, to do 
the part of a faithful and merciful high Prieſt. Pefore his deſcent, 
we muſt, with equal reaſon, ſuppuſe him to have an extire proſpect 
of the {ad caſe of wretched mortals, in this miſerable world of 
ours. What elſe made him dan after that he was deſcended, 

this 


[. 14 ] 
this mark could not butlye ſtill before the eye of his divine mind? 
ro Which al bis works were known from the beginning of the world 
Yet the cure is defer'd, the releaſe is not given till the appointed 
ſeaſon. When it is the caſe of any of you to be afflicted with 
long ſickneſs, and to feel the tedicuinels of a lingering Ciſeale 
( count upon it that it may ve {o, as ts like, 1t hath been with 
divers of ycu; ) Do not then permit the matter to the cenfure 
of an incompetent, partial Judge. If you conſuir feſb ard blood, it 
ferſe be to proaounce in the cale, and give jucgment, how lard 
will it be toperſwade that you are not neglected in your languith- 
ings. that your groansand faintings are unpityd 3 tho' you are 
ſo plainly told, that whom the Lord loves he ch:jicns ? Are you not 
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ready to ſay, how can this ſtand with being, at the ſame time, 
. —_ - % * « " . A \ . _ ,. EB U ! . : : 

the objec of divine pity ? It he pity me, would he let me lye, 


and langyith thus, in ſo mitcrable a plight, day after day, and 
year after year ? Yes thele things very we:l agree, and T would 
fin {hortly evince to you that they do. Why ! 

1. His Compaſſion may ufficiently be Evidenc'd in ano- 
ther kind, and by another fort of inflances. Sure, ic will ſpeak 
compaiiion, it lie frequentiy Vilit his frail infirm creatures, and 
by bus viſitation preſerve their ſpirits, 1t he ſupport them, if lie. re- 
freth them, this is grace. Ay grace ſhall be ſufficient for thee, ſaith 
he to the great Apoſile, when he refuſed to releaſe him from 
that thorn in the fleſh, that micfciner of Satan that did buf 0 
L117. 
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good Will, It long continued affliction way be ſuppoſed to pro- 
. b ! 


ceed from Con:paſſion, it doth wuch more conſt with it. It may Pro- 


ceed from compaſſion, and bear the relation to it of an effect to 
the cauſe, We tind it expreſly fo {id in Scripture; and whocan 
my ' _ ", Hi i "SL AIG. i S2#. as k 
{O ITULY {peak Gods mind as himleif > He Aſj.ICES 1H Ver) faithful- 
refs 5 anc, as many 45 the Lord !gves, he chaſtens, and ſcourges every 
fun whombe recetues, £rov. 3. 12, quoted, Heb. 12.5, 6. Rev. I. 
Aftiction mult be the cfie&t of lis real, and moſt ſincere good 
w1.l, and compatſion, tho” of Ic Ng COntinuance, it 1t be apt, and 
intenged to doyou good, in higher, and in greater regards, than 
q - x E Y” . To A + 
thole wherein you ſutier; or if the good your affliction does you, 
or is ftly delign'd to do you be of a nobler, and more excellent 
' | , . X Js. FI - = . 
Kind, thag that whereof it deprives you, it muſt be underſtood,not 
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only to be conſiſtent with kindneſs and good will, but to be pro- 
duc'd of it. For the ſame principle that intends the end, mult alfo 
intend the proper means that ſerve to effect it. Now the kind of 
this good 15 thus to be eltimated, Youread Pſal. 103. 5. As a father 
pities bis children, ſo the Lord pities them that fear him, As a father. 
The relation he is in to them is that of a father to his children. 
= we mult underſtand, under what notion, he is {o related {. and 
E are tO, id, Hev. I 2. 9, IO, Fiirtber FI AT we have h; id j at, hers 07 OH7 
# h, wich corrected us, and we gave them reverence : Shall we nt then 
muc? rather ve in ſubjection to the father of our ſpirits, __ live ? For 
Fey, ver ily, for a few days, chaſt+ ee; us after their own pleaſure ; but he 
for our profit, that we migit be partak ers of his holine [s, "We have! nere 
an account where the relation termi! ices, and ſee both the 95je7 
of his more {pe ecial kindneſs and gc )4 will, W hich 2 accompany the 
relation, and the end of it. He is the f.zther of their ſpirits ; whence 
therefore, we may colle& the objec of chat "hog which goes with 
the relation muſt be heir ſpirics allo ; che exd of it 15 their fp ritual 
advantares to make thim part akers of his own holineſs. His 51! ineſs S 
54 lofty word, and carries the matter high. Ulnderſtan ding it {0» 
verly ( as we may be ſure-it was meant ) it muſt (1gznihe the ho- 
linels, which he hath himc!f 1mprelt, and the 1 Lmpreijion w hereof 
is the lively relembjance and | bes ze of his own, And is not this 
4 7994 of a nobler, and more ellent 4 d, than we can _ by 
a lickneſs? | xerrer than the eaſe of this vile fleth, that was made 
out of duſt, ; ind tends thither> The object 15 tier [pirits ; for 
there the K KING eſs that belongs to the relation muſt termi- 
nate, where the re (tion terminates. How much wore ſhall we 
rr be [ubjett. to the {.uher of our ſpirits, and live? Tie father of 
our (»irirs 15 there con! radiſt nguiſht from the fathers of our 
fls.h. God 15 not the facher of our fla/hz bur the tather of 
our ſpirits. He is the Creator of our ile.h too ; our fleth is 
his creature, but not his ring. There mutt | DC"2 inulin 
and likeneſs of nature berween a father and child, which 
there is not neceliar! iy, Deiveen 2a mater, 2 > Thing _— 
In reſpe& of our fpiritaal. part, we ar? his off -lcing, and | 
is (0.4 father to us; both, 25*the Souls of men tw comm o- 
DEUr his natural Im e3 ana, if chey be —_— ce, AS NCY 
bear his holy Image (09% And tae Cale TY De 19, Et Gs 
[etteriag of our fleih is nece! [:ry for the advantage of our {pi- 
ri:s. Our fleth may ſuffer fo, as that the fſpiric tha!l be the 
G3 a2trrer 
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better for its and then pity it ſelf, compaſſion it (elf muſt not 
only permit, but cauſe and produce ſuch a courſe of diſpenſation, 
as whereby that end thall be attained, the making us partakers 
of his hol: ſs; {o the Apoltle {peaks of his own cale : Though 
our outward man periſh, yet our inward man 15 renewed day by 
day, 2 Cor. 4. 15. Thowgh our outward man periſh. We are Conm- 
pals'd about with Deaths that are continually bearing cown 
the Walls of this outward man; they are beating upon 1t, 
and are likely to infer it's periſhing ;. and if it perih, ler ic 
perith, I am not fſollicitous ( 9. 4. ) about that. If it muſt 
come down; let it come down; in the midſt of all theſe out- 
ward aſſaults, our inward man is renewed day by day, gathers 
a freſh, and increaſing ſtrength, and vigour, whilſt this ozr- 
ward man is tending to ditlolution and duſt. And ſeveral 
ways ſuch continued afflictions upon the outward man, may 
ry for the advantage of the inward man in the bet 
ind. 

1. As they withdraw, and take off the Mind and Heart 
from this World; a debaſing and defiling thing, and which 
transforms the Soul that converles too much with it, into a 
Dunghil, fills it with ill favour. But what doth all this 
World {ignifie to a ſickly pained Perſon ? 

2, As 1t engages them to be much in Prayer. Nothing is 
more {ſutable, than that an afflicted Life be a Life of much 
Prayer. Is any man affiited, let bim pray, Jam. 5. 13. Much affli- 
ction hath a natural aptitude to incline men this 'way. 1» their 
affittion, they wilt ſeek,me early, Hol. 5.15. It is a dictate of nature, 
even when Grace, as yet, hath no poſleflion ; but which, 
through Gods bleſſing, may, by this means, help to introduce 
ir, For it urges the Soul Godward, who is the God of al 
Grace ; obliges it to converſe with him, whereby ſomewhat 
better may be.gained than is ſought: In their afflictions the 
will be ſubmiſſive and lye at my feet, ſaith God; they will 
ſeek, me early, from whom, otherwiſe, I ſhould never hear, it 
may be, all their Life long. Oh ! that you would underſtand 
the matter ſo, when God afflicts in ſuch kinds, fo as his hand 
touches your very bone and fleſh; this is the delign of ir, to 
make you pray, to bring you upon your knees, to put you 
into a {upplicating poſture, it he can, upon any terms, hear 
from you, tho' you ſeek him bur for bodily eaſe and refreſh- 
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ing, it may be a means of the greateſt advanrage to you, c're 
God have done with you, when once he has brought you, 
by -this means to treat; when he has got you into a wore 
tractable diſpoſition, there is hope in the cafe. If thus he 
oper your ear t9 Diſcipline, and be to yn an interpreter, one of 4 
thouſand, to ſhew you his Righteouſneſ:, he may ſeal inſtruttion to 
you, ard ſave your Soul from going aywn t9 the Pit, having found 

a ranſom for you, lob 33- 69; EF; 
zur for thoſe that have a rea! Intereit in God, and Union 
with Chriſt, that which occaltons much Prayer, is likely to be 
the means of muci ſpiritual improvement, and advantaze to 

them, 
3. It puts ſeveral ſuitable Graces upon exerciſe, and by te- 
ing exerciſed they grow. It tries their Faith, and improves 
it, Faith is, in ſuch a caſe as this, neceſſarily called forth in» 
to act, if there be the principie; and as it «&s, it arows ; be- 
comes more and more 'itrong and lively. Their Patience 
is exerciſed by it, and perfected; and that has a great influ- 
ence upon their univerſal perfection. Let patience have it's per- 
feb work, that you may be perfeft, Jam. I. 2, 3, 4, There will 
be an ugiverſal languor ( as if he ſhould have faid ) upon your 
Spirits, if you be impatient z if you cannot ſuffer ( as patience 
is an ability for ſuffering ) it you can by no means endure, 
without tempeſtuous agitations, or ſullen deſpondencies of Spi- 
rit- But if Patience have it's perfect Work, that will infer an 
univerſal healchſulneſs, and good habit into your whole Soul. 
Their Love to God is, in fuch- a caſe,- eminently tried; and 
improved. Bleſſed is the man that endures Temptation ( tenta- 
tive affliction 15 there meant, as above, ver. 2. ) For when he 
is tryed, be ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath 
promiſed to. them that love him, Jam. 1. 12. Which implies their 
love to him is the great thing put upon trial, in that caſe. 
And it is a great trial of Love to God; a very improvable 
opportunity of diſcerning it's {incerity, when, upon a long affli- 
Eti0n, you can 2ppeal co God, and lay, T hou rwowe;t IT love thee 
tho' thou (mite and kill, I will ſtill love thee, No diſcontent- 
ful motion, no repining thougit ſhall ever be allowed a place 
in my breaſt; there may be {1ghs, but no murmurinss ; eroans, 
but. no tumules, nothing of dilpleaſure azainlt thy Holy Plea- 
ſure. 

4. It 
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4, Tr occaſions ſuch to live much upon the borders of Eternity. 
Linder aftiction we /col; not ro the things that are [cen and [em - 
poreal, but to the thing s that are unſeen a Eternal, whicn make 
us count our Mfliction. thy” lona, but moment, my, 2 Cor. 4. + * 
= And thole Souls \ _ prot per, and flourith that have lo 

mnſpcaka bly more tO dy with 1 e other World than with this. 
'Tis I! Chis WAY, thar the attlictions of this preſear ſtate 4 
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but to the -——lky A > are unſeen and eternal, Lit \ and Sp1- 
rit, ſtrength and vigour enter ( 4.4. ) at our eye, which is 
prompted by the horrour of frightful {pectacle: in this ſcene 
of things, to look to another, where all lungs aprear light- 
ſome, pleaſant, and glorious. 

There are other conl ideragions, where by you might argue 
to your ſelves, not only the confiien cy, bur the great ſuita- 
bieneſs of an afflicted fate in this World, with Gods Favour, 
Itindne 1S, and” Compathon toivards you. 

As that when be is more highly provet'd, he threatens not to 
afii, as the” heavieſt of - pen2!ties. # hy ſhow/d they be fo itten 
ary more? 1.1.5. 1 will m9 more puniſh your Daighrers, &C. 
Eiof. 4. 14. Ephraim 7s joined ro Idols, let him alone, ver. 17 

That his Coven ant oblizes hi 1 £0 it, aS £TO thein. WH are, ON 
Aricter terms, in Covenant with him, Chris own ſeed being 
jpnif'd by Davids, as by Did is manifettly Chi himfelt, 
P/, al, 89s Where you may fee hov V, and after what tenour 
his Covenant runs, ver. 30. 31, 32, 33, 34 

According She he. himlelf eltewhere acknowledges, 
that in VE ry {A it! fit! ine fs Goa had aſfiicted hi  PÞfal. L19.75. 

That, in experience, we are apt to gro remils, {cure 
and neg zligent, whea all things are externally well with us. 
And let us but appeal to our feives, how much a wakefal 
temper of Spirit, under aftiiction, 1s _ = n carele{efs 
and vanity *of Mind, accompany'd with flethly eaſe and plea- 
ſure. 

That © ive Can our ſelves eaſily apprehend that it may, not 
only confift with the rendernels of a Parent, to have the 
wound of a Child ſcarch's, tho' with much pain 3 but pro- 
ceed from it, 


__ 
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| That in heaven our judgment of things will be right and 
incorrupt , where we ſhall! apprenend no cauſe of compla tint, 
that, —_—_ many ſickneſles, Cileates, and ceath it felt , our 
way was made for us thither. And if that thall rheu be a 
true juds ment, the thing it felt m1 uſt be as rue ror, Buc theſe I 
haſtily hint, and paſs to forme further utc. 

2. We may , next, collect, that {once 1r. 15 out of cou, 
the Devil may have /oe / 2d 11 Our outw:rd affliction , we are 
concern'd to take 10 much the more care, that I: may nor 
have his end UPCHn.U5 by If. An hand he 1 way hy z " and 
we cannot determine how fars but waether it be more or 
leſs, great care we are concern'd to take how to fruſtrat 
his d<{ign. He his the moſt miſchievous ends that can be, 
and gns worſc itings to Us than tit _ oh uch 1$ 
the mczns , whatloever that be. He could fain' engage us 
in a controveriie with God ; would have us contend x'itlh 
him ,, murmur , fret, blaiplieme and curſe God, and rhere- 
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with fend out our Jaſt, and dying breati, That was his de- 
ſizn upon Job. Let us labour to fruttrace 1t, as he did. Di- 
vers of the Anrtients ( Juſtiz' Martyr, Jerome, Cypri.m and Aus 
it; peak much ts this purpoſe, how great a celtgn the 
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Devil _ '$ in beinz the Author of {1-*<nelles and diſeaſes 
to 1:En t he m: right NIKE ten 2p3ly themizives to him, 
and _ R y di (i dy 4 25 that wicked Prince did, whom by 
the Prophet we find {o tharply reprov'd for it, as if tliere 


4 , 
ere no God I lt _ a 1t E WENTTOT; e LOA Of £1 A ( lome 
Dx ron, or other as we have reaion to £111i2k. ) 
The [ait mentioned of thoſe Authors ſpeaks of it, as juit - rnat- 
ter of Excom:wunication, when thoſe that bear tne natn8 of Uhri- 
ſtians, fhall in ſuch c2fes, ule means bearinz no natural Portion 


Or acc mmodtencis wh tn, s Ct, a, CNarts , IPEel1sS, / Co LOT Cult, 
or cure of maladies wherein no relict could reatonadiy be 
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gle their foals, and ( accordinz to his w: NT Of Fil NINg Coun- 
ter to God, who wou ids that he may the More Etctuar 
ly NEU and | fave ) bya prelent temporary Cure, WO atyrtallys 
and ti: LALLY de! troy . 
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quitz ignorant of his methods in theſe kinds, . of training 
n:2, by gradual ſteps, into things, firſt, that ſeem inno- 
cent, and then into ſuch familiarities ( whether their real 
diſtreſs, or their curioſicy, were the firſt handle he took hold of 
them by, or the Engine by which he drew 'them ) ci!! , ar 
lengrl., it comes t9 expreſs  covenanting. It the matter 
come not fo far , *tis rare to come off from the leaſt tam- 
perings without a ſcratch. 47e that is born of God kreps himſelf, 
that the evil one wiay not touch him, 1 John 5. 18. as know- 
ing he deſigns to touch mortally, and if he touch, to kill; 
If it proceed ſo far, as a ſolemn league, how tragical con- 
ſequences doth ſtory abbund with! That of Co:me Mariſcor 
( pluckt away by the Devil from among divers perſons of 
quality , whom he was entertainifty, and at noon-day , whirl'd 
in the air three times about the City, in open view of the 
people, to whom he in vain cried for help) reported by 
{ome Hiſtorians ; and that of an infamous Magician of Silrz- 
burg , and divers others, are inſtances both very extraordinary , 
and very monitory. 

Bur as to a future ruine. which he finally aims to involve 
men in, with himſelf, he hath not faſter hold of any , than 
tholg that have learnt to ridicule every thing of this kind , 
2nd who lave put ſo much -Saddaci/m into their Creed ( con- 
fiſting of ſo many negatives, or things they believe not , 
that tity fcarce leave enough poſitive to admit that name ) 
as to think rbere & no ſuch creature : perhaps as being con(ci- 
ous there can be no worſe than themſelves. But how near is he 
to them that thivk him outof the Univerſe ! 

3- Since it is poſſible the Devil may bind even thoſe that 
belong to God , with ſome kind of bodily aftliction or other 3 it 
is the more to be apprehended, how much worſe bonds 
they are, in waich he binds thoſe that do wot belong to him. 
Oh! that you would be ſerious here! How many ſuch ſad 
caics are there, amongſt even them . as way be feared, that 
are cailed Chriſtians, concerning which ic may be faid, here 
is a {oul that Satan hath bound , not ezghreen, but, it may be, 
thirty, forty, afty years! Oh ! when ſhall this ſoul be releaſt, 
that Satan hath ſo long bound ! 

4. As from the Devils malice to the bodies of men we 
may colle& his greater malice to their Souls; So we my 
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[ 21 
judg proportionably of Chriſts compaſſions; that as they in- 
cline him to give them all ſutable relief in their bodily af- 
flictions, as far as can conſt with thoſe meaſures, which in- 
finite wiſdom hath pitcht upon, for the government of this, 
preſent world, and as ſhall fall in with the deſign of his 
office of a Redeemer and Saviour to-us; So they much more 
incline him to relieve embondag'd fouls; for this doth moſt 
direaly fall in with his deliga, and is the proper buftaei5 of 
his office; the other may be only collateral to ic, and , as 
it were to be done oz the by. He came not into this world 
to procure, that men might not be fick, or painzdz or be 
preſently reſtered to health and eaſ2. But he cameand died, 
that ſouls might live; to procure for them pardon, reconci- 
liation with God, ali needfu! affiting influences of grace, 
and eternal life. Of theſe therefore they may be moi: al- 
ſured, if they duly apply themſelves. And ſome encourage- 
ment to expe& ſo much they may draw even from this 1n- 
ſtance. This infirm woman, in order to bodily cure, 4id 
apply ber ſelf to him. She came after him , as others ' did, 
for this purpoſe 3 and did, in a ſort, put herſelf in the: way 
of his healing influence. Now if any of you find your fouts 
are yet held by the Devil in worſe bonds, apply your (elves 
to the merciful compaſſionate Jeſus , there is hope in the 
caſe. Oh! will you not ſay ſo much to him for a foul in 
bondage ? Lord looſe this poor ſoul of mine, that Satan hath 
bound for ſo many ſad years. Do but labour to know you 
are bound, to feel your bonds. Whatrſoever there is of pre- 
vailing fin in you, it is a bond, by which the Devil holds 
your ſouls. The wicked axe ld in the cords of their own ini- 
guities. Prov. 5. 22. And fins are ſaid to be the works of Sa- 
tan, from which it is the deſign of the Redeemer to looſe 
us. The Son of God was for this purpoſe manifeſted that he might 
deſtroy ( we read, ) it is, that he might difſolue the works of 
the Devil, q. d. that he migltt releaſe, and unbind fouls, 
that the Devil as yet holds in faſt bonds. And you may 
find you are ſo bound, when upon ſelf-reflexion you take no- 
tice, you are ordinarily reſtrained from what you ſhould do, 
againſt the light, and conviction of your own minds an1 
judgments ; 4. e. you find, if you refle&, a conviction hath tak- 


en place in your conſciences , you ought to love God; Lu. 
there 
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there is with youno ſuch motion of foul,no inclination towards himz 
you ought, in a ſtated courſe to pray, and pour out your ſoul 
co him; but you are bound, you cannot ofterat it ; you have 
no liberty for it; your terrene inclination, or love to vanity 
plucks you back ; you ought to walk in the ways of God, but 
you are fetterred , you cannot move a foot; you ought to do 
the works of God, but you are manacled, you cannot /rir an hand. 
Are you ſo bound, and will ygu not know it 2 What ! never fee! 
your bonds > When once they are felt, you wil ſoon begin ro 
cry, and fupplicate. And if once you ſhall be brought ſeriouſly, 
and inceſſantly to ſupplicate, it may be hop't the releaſe will fol- 
low. Was our Lord ſo compaſſionate towards infirm bodies, in 
the days ofhis fleſh in this world ; and do we think he, above, is 
leſs compaſſionate to ſouls? Can it be thought heaven hath al- 
tered him to your diſadvantage ? Is he lets kind, benign , and 
leſs apt to do good, now he is inthroned in glory? 
Why thould you not believe he will give releaſe unto your 
captiv'd embondaged ſouls, if you implore-his help and mercy, 
with ſeriouſneſs, and infiſt upon it , and do not give him over. 
Say to him, Jeſus, thou Son of God have mercy on mes for do 
you not know it is his office. The Spirit of the Lord was u- 
#9 him, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of Priſons 
$0 them that are bound. Ia. 61. 1. What! will you be bound 
all your days, and never lift upa cry to the great Redeemer and 
Saviour of Souls to give you releaſe? How delervedly ſhould theſe 
bonds end with you in the chains, wherein the Devils themſelves 
{hall for ever be bound with you ? 

5. We may colle&, there is an awful regard due to the 
Sabbath-day. When our Lord juſtifies the cure now wrought 
on their Sabbath, only on this account, that it was an a& 
of mercy towards a daughter of Abraham, by the exception 
of ſuch a caſe he ſtrengthens the general rule, and intimates 
{o holy 2 day ſhould not, upon light occaſions, be otherwiſe 
imploy'd, than for the proper end of it's appointment. Tho' 
our day be not the ſame, the buſineſs of it, in great part, is 
by the reaſon given 1n the fourth Commandment , Which being 
plac't among the reſt of thoſe ter words, fo many ways re- 
markably diſtinguiſht from the other laws given the Jews, 
and fignifying that theſe were intended not to them alone, 
Out to mankind, and giyen upon a reaſon common to my 
the 
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the words alſo not neceſſarily ſignifying more, than there ſhould 
be 2 ſeventh day kept as ſacred to God, reſerving it to after- 
ſignifications of his pleaſure to mark out , and f1gnalize this 
or that day, as he {ſhould ſee fit. And our Saviour having 
told us expreſly the Sabbath . was made for man, ( i, e, as men, 
not for Jews, as Jews )) Theſe conſiderations taken together, 
with many more ( not fit to be here mentioned ) do challenge 
a very great regard to the day, which we have cauſe to think ic 
is the will of God we ſhould keep as our Sabbath, 

6. That there is ſomewhat of priviledge due by gracious 
vouchſatement and grant to the children of Abraham, to Abra- 
hams (eed, 4, e. to (peak by Analogy, to the cliildren of covenan- 
ted Parents. Abraham is con(iderable here, as being wnder that 
notion, a father z whoſoever of you therefore are the children of 
{uch, as were of the faith of Abraham ;, and you are now come 
to that adulc ſtate, wherein you are capable of tranſaQting with 
God for your ſelves, and wherein the rranſitus is made from 
minority to maturity 3 if now you own the God of your fa- 
thers; if you willnow ſay, My fathers God ſhall be my God ; 
he keeps mercy for thouſands of them that love him, and heep his 
commandments. 1. e: if there werea thouſand generations of ſuch 
( generations being ſpoken of ſo immediately before, viz. that 
he would viſit iniquity upon them that hate him, to the third, and 
fourth generation ; bur ſhew mercy to them that love him, and keep 
his commandments, unto a thonſand generations, i.e,to never ſo mas» 
xy ) If you will not when now grown up diſavow your fathers 
God ; if you will avow and own him, and devote your felves 
to him, he will be your God, as well as theirs. Here is now 
the priviledge due to 4brahams children, or to the children of 
covenanted parents. God has an early preventive intereſt in 
them, upon which they may lay their claim to him, as their 
God, if they will but now give up themſelves to him, and 
ſtand to his covenant. Burt it you will not do fo, but flight, 
and reje&t the God of your Fathers, then your bizth privilege 
can fignide nothing to you 3 then, think not ro ſay with your 
ſelves, We have Abraham t9 our father, in that 3d. of Mattbews 
Goſpel; for God will never want children ; he & able of ſtones 
to raiſe un children to Abraham, gq. d. rather {tones than you. 
And thea indeed, upon a true account, 4brian is none of 
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your father; as our Lord Jeſus tells the Jews, If you were 
Hbrahams children, you would do the works of Abraham. You. 
do fo and ſo, rhus did mot Abraham. Joh. 8. 39, 40. Pray 
conſider what Abraham was, and how he lived on earth, like an 
inhabitant of heaven, as an heir> of the heavenly Country, his 
buſineſs was to /ſeck the betrer country, that 1s, the heavenly, where- 
fore God was ot aſhamed to be called his Ged, as in that 11th. 
to the Heb. 16. ver. But if ycu will go from day to day 
grovelling in the duſt of the earth, this did nor Abraham, If 
you will ſpend your lives in the purſuit of vanity and trifles, 
this did not Abraham, There is a great priviledge belonging 
by Goſpel grant unto the children of covenanted parents, if 
they do not forfeit it, by neglecting, and practically dilavowing 
their fathers God. 

7. But I further infer hence, that fince this cempaſhon has 
2 zeal, tho* not a principal hand in the releaſe that is given to 
them that belong to God, in whatſcever way they are releaſt, 
from all their infirmities, and ails, and aftliftions in this world ; 
It very much becomes, and much concerns all the children of 
Abraham patiently to wait for it, in Gods own way. Pa- 
tiently, I ſay, in Gods own way wait for itz The children of 
Abraham ſhall be loolen'd ſooner or later, and in one way or 
other, tho very long, tho ſo many years bound by ſuch and 
fuch afflicting diſtempers, 

You have a great inſtance- of this kind in that daughter of 
Abraham, whom God hath called away from us. In all thar 
long exerciſe, the main thing ſhe was ever wont to inſiſt 
upon, was that in all this affliction, ſhe might gain patience 
{ubmiſſien, and inſtruction. And in her later time, when ſhe 
crew nearer to Eternity, was more in view of it, that was the 
great ſubjet wherewith ſhe entertained her ſelf, and was con- 
verſant much with ſomewhat more lately written upon that 
tubjeft, as by Ar. Shower ( now known to moſt of. you ) and 
by another ' Author. And her laſt entertainment, as I have 
been told, ( as to helps from creatures in any ſuch kind ) was 
the repetition of what ſome of ycu have heard concerning the 
Emmanuel, wherewith ſhe formerly pleaſed her (elf, as being, 
"tis like)y much Þabituared _ in the remper of her ſpirit ro ch# 
thoughts of him, that having, by agreement with her pious cons 
ſort, 
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fort, been their Morro *, at their firſt coming * Tie poſie on their 
together, Emmanuel, God with us. PING ou 

8. I ſhall only add one inſtruction more, to {hut up all ; 
that fince our Lord Jeſus hath fuch an agency, and even with 
compaſſion in the releaſe of thoſe, that do belong to him, 
from their afflicting infirmities, we ſhould. all of us labour, 
with a due and right frame, and diſpoſition ot {pirit tro behold 
any ſuch releaſment. It is a great inatter to be able to behold 
inſtances of that kind, with a right frame of mind, and ſpirit. 
If one be releaſed by recovery, into eaſe, health, and (treagrh 
in this world, *tis ea{tly and readily made matter of joy. Is 
one recovered out of a long and languilhing ficknels, friends 
and relations behold it with great complacency and gladneis 
of heart. But if a Godly friend be releas'd by dying, truly 
we can hardly make our ſelves believe, that _ this is a releaſe 
or ſo valuable a releaſe 3 ſo much are we under the govern- 
ment of ſenſe, fo little doth that faith {1gnifte* wich us, or do 
its part, that is rhe ſubſtance of what we hope for, and the 
evidence of what we ſee not. No! This is to go with as for 
no releaſe. We look only upon the 1enfible, z. c. upoa the 
gloomy part of ſuch a diſpenſation, when fuch a one 15 gone, 
releaſt, ſer at liberty, (as a bird out of the cage, or the ſnare) 
We can hardly tel] how toconfider it as a releale. We will 
not be induc'd to apprehend itſo. There are no diſpoſitions 
no deportments commonly that ſuit fuch an apprehention. 
And Oh! how unbecoming and incongruous a thing, when 
Chriſt is, in that way, about releaſing fuch a one, to have 
an holy ſoul juſt upon the confines of 2 glorious bletied erer- 
nity, compaſſed about with fighs, ſobs, tears, and lamencations. 
How great an incongruity ! I have many times thought with 
my elf, the love and kindneſs of triends and relations is very 
pleaſant in life, but grievous at death. It is indeed in /ome 
reſpets, a very deſirable thing, (it God thall vouchſiate it, ) 
to Cie with ones friends about one. It may be one may need 
ſome little bodily relief, in thoſe laſt hours ; belides thar, 
fome proper thoughts may be luggelted by them, ro mingle 
with ones own. And, if God attord the uſe of realon, and 
Foeech, and the ſupply of his own ſpirit, one may poſſibly, in 
this laſt junEture, be a means of {ome good to them. One 
may 
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may poſſibly ſay that, that may abide with them, and be of 
future advantage to them. But, #2 other reſpetts, if the related 
friendly by-ſtanders cannot- duly temper themſelves; if they are 
apter to zeceive Or 4 more hurt, than gooc 3 it Chriſtians do 
not labour to {hew a truly Chriſtian {pirir, in ſuch a caſe, 
their preſence has very little eligible in it. And, indeed, the 
deportment even of thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity, about their 
decealing godly friends, is ſuch, for the moſt part, as if the 
foundations of all Religion were ſhaken with them, andas if 
they had a deliga to ſhake them too, if poſſible, in ſuch with 
whom they are now to part ; as if *it were to be called in 
queſtion, whether what God hath faid concerning another 
world, and the bleſſed itate of the jnnumerable and holy af- 
ſembly above be true or no, or were not doubted to be falſe 
and a ſolemn fiction, invented to delude mortals here on 
Earth, 

It is little conſidered how oppoſite fuch a temper of Spi- 
rit, as commonly appears in us, is to the very deſign cf all 
Chriſtianity. For cath not the whole of Chriſtianity termi- 
nate upon Eternity, and upon another State, and World ? 
Now do but confider. the inconſiſtencies that are to be found 
in this caſe, between the carriage, and temper of -many that 
profeſs Chriſtianity and their very profeſhon it ſelf. They 
acknowledge, they own, that the deſign of Chriſt's appearing 
here in this World, and of his dying upon the Croſs, was to 
lring us to God; to bring the many Sons to Glory, They grant 
that this is not to be cone all at once, not all in a day; 
but it is to be done by degrees. Here he rakes up one, and 
there another; leaving others ſtill to tranſmit Religion, and 
continue it cn to the end of time. So far they agres, with 
cur common Lcrd; and ſeem to approve the divine deter- 
minations, in all theſe ſteps of his procedure. Burt yet for 
«11 this, if they might have their own will, Chriſt ſhould 
not have one to aſcend to him, of thoſe, for whom he di- 
ed, and himſelf aſcended, to open Heaven for them, and to 
rrepare a place for their reception, as their forerunner, 
there. I ſay not one to aſcend after him ! For they take 
up with a general approving of this deſign of his. Very 
well ! ſay They, it is fitly ordered, his method is wile, anc 
juft, 
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iaſt, and kind, and let him take them that belong to him, 
when he thinks fits; only let him excuſe my Family; lec 
him take whom he will, only let him touch no Relation 
of mine, not my Husband, Wite, Child, Brother, Siſter, take 
whom he will, but let al! mine alone. I agree to all he 
ſhall do well enough, only let him allow me my exception. 
But if every one be of this temper and reſolution, for them- 
ſelves and theirs, according to this tendency, and courſe of 
things, he ſhall have none at all to aſcend ; none 19 bring 
with him, when he returns... Thoſe that are dead in Teſus, be 
is to bring with him. No, he ſhould be ſolitary, and unat- 
rended for all them. They, and all their Relations would 
be immortal upon Earth, How ill doth this agree, and ac- 
cord with the Chriſtian Scheme and model of things ? 

But you will ſay, what! would I perlwade you to be in- 
different, and not to love, and care for your Relatives, or 
be unwilling to part with them. No. All that I perſwade 
to is that there be a mixture in your temper; and ſuch a mix- 
ture, as that the prevailing ingredient therein, may agree with 
the ſtronger and weightier rea/ow. 'Tis not that I would 
have love extinguiſht among Relatives ; but I would have ir 
moderated and ſubdued, to that degree, as to admit of be- 
ing governed by Superiour, Greater, and Nobler Confidera- 
tions- Do you think Chriſt did expect or defign, that his 
Diſciples ſhould not love him. And yet .he tells them, # 
you loved me, you mould rejoice that 1 ſay, 1 
go to my Father, ' And who in all this Joln 14. 28. 
World could ever have ſuch a loſs, as they 
of him, dwelling in fleſh among them? Yet, ſays he, if you 
loved me, you would rejoice, that I ay, I go to my Fa- 
ther. And when the Apoſtle, viſibly tending towards death, by 
the prediction given concerning him, 47s 21. 13. ſaid to the 
Diſciples round about him, What mean you to weep, and to 
break; my Heart * 1 am ready, not only to be bound, but to die 
for the Name of Jeſus, If there had not been 2 faulty ex- 
ceſs in the affection they expreſt , certainly he would not 
have rebuk'd it. He would not have blam'd what he 


thought not blame-worthy. 


In 
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In ſhort, It were deſirable ( if God ſee good ) to die 
amidſt the pleaſant Friends and Relatives, who were not 
ill-pleaſed that we lived; that living, and dying breath 
might mingle, and aſcend together in Prayers, and Praiſes 
to the bleſled Lord of Heaven and Earth, the God of. our 
Lives. If then, we could part with conſent, a rational, and 
a joyful conſent. ; 

Otherwiſe, To die with Ceremony ! - To die amongſt the 
faſhionable þemoanings, and lamentations, as if we deſpair'd 
of futurity ! One would fay (with humble ſubmiſſion to 
the- divine pleaſure) Lord! Let me rather die alone ! in 
perfe&t ſolitude | in ſome unfrequented Wood, or on the 
top of ſome far remote Mountain ! where none might in- 
terrupt the ſolemn tranſactions, between thy glorious bleſſed 
ſelf, and my joyfully departing, ſelf-reſigning Soul ! 

But in all this, we muſt refer our ſelves to Gods Holy 
Pleaſure, who will diſpoſe of us, living, and dying, in the 
beſt, the wiſeſt, and the kindeſt way, 


